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U.S. Environmentsl Protection Agency, Region 6
1445 Ross Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733

RE: Proposal for Inclusion of the Fruit Avenue Plume Site, Bernalillo County, New
Mexico on the National Priorities List

Dear Mr. Cooke: -

This letter is in response to the U.S. Environmental protection Agency's (EPA) request for
concurrence from the State of New Mexico (State) for the proposal to include the Fruit
Avenue Plume site on the Natianal Pricrities List (NPL), I am wntmg to you as Governor
Johnson’s designee regardmg environmental issues.

The Superfuad Oversight Section of the Ground Water Quality Burean, New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED) has been actively involved with the investigation of the
Fruit Avenue Plume site following the closure of several water production wells in the
downtown Albuquerque area as a result of trichloreethene contamination in groundwater.
NMED believes the site is cligible for inclusion on the NPL as indicated by the Hazard
Renldng System evaluation, Use of the Superfund is the most feasible mechanism available
to pay for the remediation of the site as viable potentially responsible partics (PRPs) have
not been jdentifiable.

The Supcrfund Oversight Secnion of NMED has completed investigations to date through
grant monjes awarded by the EPA. Upon NPL listing, NMED expects to continue in this
role to aversee work at the site as we have done for the Cal West Metals and North Rajlroad
Avenue sites. CERCLA regulations outline that the Superfund will pay for 90 percent of the
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remediation activities, and the State is responsible for the remaining 10 percent. The City
of Albuquerque may be able 1o provide a contribution to the State’s share of remediation

coats,

Based on the above, the State strongly supports the proposal for inclusion of the Fruit
Avenue Phume site on the NPL. A copy of the City of Albuquerque’s letter in support of

listing the site is attached.

Sincerely,

“Btuagr—

Peter Maggiore,

Secretary
New Mexico Environment Department

enclasure
ce:  Gary Johnson, Governor, New Mexico

Jim Baca, Mayor, City of Albuguerque
Myron Knndson, Director, Superfund Division, EPA Region 6
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Govarnar Gary E. Johnson
State Capitol
Sgnta Fe, NM 87503

RE: NATIONAL PRIORITY LISTING OF THE FRUIT AVENUE GROUNDWATER PLUME IN
DOWNTOWN ALBUQUERQUE

Dear Governor Jahnson:

In August of 1995, then Mayor Martin Chavez senr you 2 letter raquesting that you not support 3
Natignal Priority Listing of the Elits Cleaners site in downtown Albuguerque. Since then, 8 significant
amount of work has taken piace 10 bettor define the extent of the groundwater contaminant plume,
whieh is now namad the Fruit Avenue Plume. The New Mexico Environment Department staff have
worksd closely with the Albuguetque Environmental Health Daepartment to bevter charscterize the
problem.

It appears that groundwater contaminarion is significant and will require cleanup. No responsible parties
have been idnntitiad 10 take financial responsibility for the contamination. For this reason, it sppenrs
that Superfund monies ara the anly alternative to remediate the contamination. My staff and | have met
with rspresentatives from NMED and EPA, and we have been assured that cleanup ‘will take place
rapidly and the impact To the Downtown area will be minimal. ‘

Beepuse revitalizetion of the Downtown area is 8 significanrt facus of my Administration, | would like
aszurancs that the City be the lead on media mmuuvus and that tachnijcal staff frum rho Albuquemus
Eaviranmentsl Héalth Department contifue 10 be consulted as progress on the site continues. | am
supporting an expadited clesnup of the Frult Avenue plume using Superfund monies and 8 National r
Priority Listing. | raquest that the State of New Mexico do the same, and request your support In an
expedited cleanup and continuad City invelvement in the process. As always, we appraciate the
ongfc:mg positive working relatianship we have enjoyed with Secretary MaQQIOTQ nnd his professional

513 ’

Sincorely,

H. Baca

ce: Pater Muggiore, Naw Mexico Enviranment Qepartmehs
Myron Knudson, EPA Ragion 6
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